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Old Northwest Military History Association 
 

Business Meeting Date:  05/06/2021 
 

 
Members in Attendance:  Dennis Bova, Susan Cayton, Martin Land, Tamia Land, 
Ashley Phlipot, Jacque Redding, Jey Redding, True Saenz, Tony Szymanski, John 
Thompson 

Online Attendees: Tim Drill, Callie Medcalf, Angela Strous, Tom Strous, Billie 
Szymanski Dan Wilkins 

Members Excused: Lynn Bova, Lili Clark, Dan Coutcher, Gavin Redding, Nolan 
Redding, Beth Rudecki, Randy Rudecki, Tom Strous, Mike Waskul,  

Guests: Bella Haack, Rob Trumball,  

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. 

It was moved and seconded to accept the previous meeting’s minutes as presented. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

************************************************************************************** 

Officer’s Reports 

President’s Report, Jey Redding:  Jey welcomed us all to the meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report, Marty Land:  

 Checking: $20,389.23 

 Petty Cash:        402.27 

 Savings:   69,261.94 

  Total $90,053.44 

 This month we had income from fabric sales. Monies were spent on food for 
sewing and fort prep, sewing supplies, and garden supplies. 

Membership Coordinator’s Report, Tim Drill:  

 Remember to pay dues if you have not already done so. 

Secretary’s Report, Tamia Land:  

E-mail your hours to Ashley at aphlipot@fortmeigs.org 

Special Events Coordinator’s Report, Tony Szymanski:  

 There are 47 people registered for First Siege and 25 for Muster. 

************************************************************************************** 

 

Committee Reports 

Military Committee, Marty Land: 

 All soldiers should be coming to drill on Thursday nights.  
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 The First Siege event is the last weekend of this month. There are no crown forces 
soldiers so will do more of a drill weekend.  

Civilian Committee, Billie Szymanski: 

 Billie and the girls will be doing cooking and laundry. Any other civilians should 
contact Billie about what they would like to do. 

Support Committee, John Destatte: No report. 

Communications Committee, Tamia Land: No report 

 

************************************************************************************** 

Staff Update 
John updated us on site activities. The report is attached at the end of the minutes. 

The first Fort Meigs After Dark lantern tour is Friday, May 14. John would like anyone 
who plans to help with the lantern tour attend Thursday’s drill session. 

Take note of the request for help from the River Raisin Battlefield. They are in need of 
help. Contact info is in the report following the minutes. 

************************************************************************************** 

Discussions 

 
Old Business No old business. 

New Business John passed around a sign-up sheet for the upcoming lantern tour. Anyone 
who was not at the meeting and plans to help, should call John. 

Angela asked if we would be interested in having Boy Scouts help with Life in Early 
Ohio. John will keep it under consideration, depending on the Covid restrictions. 

Tom is working on the double braziers and some bricole hooks and rings. He is also 
researching forges appropriate for our time period. 

Announcements  

Susan reminded us about the event going on at the Wood County Historical Society the 
weekend before First Siege. See last month’s minutes for more info. 

Ashley let us know that the fireworks will be held on July 3rd. We will plan to have the 
volunteer picnic. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 

The next meeting will be held Thursday, June 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Tamia Land, Secretary 
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     FORT MEIGS ASSOCIATION  
     STAFF REPORT 
     May 6, 2021 

Please send any questions or comments to Kelly Beattie, 
KBeattie@fortmeigs.org. 
 

Project and Program Updates 
 
Online Store Launched 
The online store launched at the beginning of April. Please let your friends and family 
know, there is a now a way to shop the FMA store online. This online sales system costs 
FMA no additional fees, as it is part of the POS software acquired in 2020. Visit, 
https://store.fortmeigs.org 
 
Daily Tours 
Daily tours are proving popular with visitors. The earlier time was moved from 10:30am 
to 11:00am to catch more visitors. These tours generally last about 45 minutes and in 
April, 150 visitors joined us for tours. These tours are included with paid admission.  
 
Annual Pass 
Eleven annual passes were sold in the month of April. OHC memberships will continue 
to be a popular option, the annual pass is a supplemental admission option and does not 
offer the same benefits as the OHC membership.  
 
Virtual Programs 
FMA staff has begun delivering virtual programming to libraries and schools. We will 
continue to offer this option in coming years, even as in-person fieldtrips resume.  
 
Audio Tours 
Audio Tours are now available for purchase on the VoiceMap App, but will soon be 
available for purchase at the front desk. Voice map gets 89 cents for each tour, the rest 
goes to FMA https://voicemap.me/tour/toledo-ohio 
 

Ohio History Connection Updates  
 
New Management Agreement 
As part of our new management agreement OHC will be working with FMA to determine 
what items on the site OHC has an interest in keeping indefinitely (and what can be 
disposed of) and belong to OHC. It would be valuable to have longtime ONMHA 
members present for this walk through. Date TBD. 
 
TourismOhio Photo Shoot 
Fort Meigs was selected as one of five sites to receive a photoshoot as part of OHC’s 
agreement with TourismOhio. TourismOhio has postponed to June 25 due to anticipated 
rain on May 7. A new date will be avalible soon (hopefully this weekend) will be 
conducting an all-day photoshoot. Please let John know if you are interested in playing 
tourist for some photos! 
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1812 Community Updates 
 
River Raisin 
River Raisin is looking for volunteers to help with one of the final steps in the building 
their American Indian longhouse. Volunteers will assist with preparing the bark sheets 
and preparing lashing materials for the team. They are looking for folks who can help 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. any of the days listed below. They are 
looking for four individuals per time slot per day. 
 
Please contact Joseph Dowd with your interest. 
joseph_dowd@nps.gov  or 734 639-2345 ext. 171 
 
Volunteers needed for following dates: 
 
 Monday, May 10 
 Tuesday, May 11 
 Wednesday, May 12 
 Thursday, May 13 
 Friday, May 14 
 Tuesday, May 18 
 Wednesday, May 19 
 Thursday, May 20 
 Tuesday, May 25 
 Wednesday, May 26 
 Thursday, May 27 
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Much of the work will be done outside; however, there will also be some opportunities 
for limited inside work as well with help lashing the elm onto the longhouse. For safety 
reasons, they will be following CDC guidelines including social distancing and masks.  
 
Reopening – New Facility 
River Raisin National Battlefield Park, will resume limited visitor services daily from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. at the new park visitor center on May 8, 2021.  The visitor center is now 
located at 333 N. Dixie Highway in Monroe, Michigan.    
  
The new facility allows for us to safely resume visitor services and interpretive 
programming while following current guidance from the State of Michigan and CDC.  As a 
part of the visitor center opening, the Park is hosting the Flora of Michigan Art 
Exhibition from May 8 through July 11, 2021.  The Art Exhibition has been made 
possible through the generosity of the Sieb Plumbing and Heating, Monroe County 
Historical Society and Kiwanis Club of Monroe, Michigan.  One hundred and Twenty-
Nine original pieces of artwork produced by 61 regional artists on display can be visited 
free of charge, and many are available for sale through the Park’s gift shop.  
  
While there are no admission fees for the visitor center or Flora of Michigan Art 
Exhibition, there is a $3.00 per person, $5.00 per couple or $10 per family (from the same 
household) fee for the Park’s film “The Untold Legacy of the River Raisin.”  The Park 
film is played in a 154-seat stadium style theater with 4K video projection and Dolby 5.1 
surround sound.    
 
 
 
 

 


